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THE LINCOLN CENTENNIAL. 



On the 12th of February, 1909, was celebrated the whole 
world over the one hundredth anniversary of the birth of 
Abraham Lincoln. At the American consulates and em- 
bassies in foreign countries, in the schools, in the churches, 
in the clubs, by great political parties, by States, by cities 
and towns, civic organizations, and in the homes and hearts 
of all Americans, the black, the white, the native and the 
foreign born. The newspapers and magazines have all 
given full reports of these celebrations, so it is unneces- 
sary for the Journal to comment upon them at length. The 
two most notable celebrations were the celebrations held 
one at the birth place of Lincoln about three miles from 
Hodgenville, Ky., and the other at Springfield, HI., the 
home of his manhood. 

At the Lincoln birth place the corner stone of a memorial 
building was laid by President Theodore Roosevelt, who 
paid a glowing and eloquent tribute to Lincoln. Governor 
A. E. Wilson of Kentucky, and former Governor Joseph 
W. Folk of Missouri, who is the president of the Lincoln 
Farm Association, Gen. Luke Wright and many other 
notable men made addresses. At Springfield the celebra- 
tion was a most impressive one, in which all of the people 
took part. Exercises were held in the morning at the 
Tomb, and a tablet was placed upon the site of Lincoln's 
law office by the Springfield Chapter of Sons of the 
American Revolution; exercises were held in St. John's 
Evangelical Lutheran church, formerly the Presbyterian 
church, in which Mr. Lincoln attended service when he was 
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a resident of Springfield and in which his pew is marked. 
A great meeting was held in the afternoon at the large 
tabernacle which had been erected for the William A. 
Sunday meetings. At this meeting Governor Charles S. 
Deneen presided, and United States Senator Jonathan 
P. Dolliver of Iowa and William Jennings Bryan were 
the orators, and delivered addresses which were really 
great and which will become a living part of the rarest 
gems of Lincoln literature. 

A reception was given at the Lincoln homestead by the 
Springfield Chapter of the Daughters of the American 
Eevolution, at which Mrs. E. S. Walker, regent of the 
Springfield Chapter, D. A. R., presided. At this reception 
Mrs. Robert T. Lincoln, Mrs. Donald McLean of New 
York, president general of the D. A. R.; Mrs. Charles V. 
Hickox, Illinois State regent of the D. A. R. ; Mrs. Matthew 
T. Scott of Bloomington, president of the Board of Com- 
missioners of Fort Massac Park; Mrs. Wallace Delafield 
of Missouri, Mrs. Richard J. Oglesby, Mrs. William Jen- 
nings Bryan, Mrs. Charles S. Deneen, Mrs. Jessie Palmer 
Weber, Mrs. A. S. Edwards and her daughters, Mrs. Mary 
Edwards Brown and Miss Georgia H. Edwards; Mrs. B. 
H. Ferguson, Mrs. Rhoda Bissell Thomas and many other 
prominent women were present and assisted in receiving 
the party of distinguished gentlemen who called at the 
home. Brief addresses were made by Mrs. McLean, Em- 
bassadors Bryce and Jusserand and others. A banquet 
was given by the Daughters of the American Revolution 
at the new Y. M. C. A. building, at which Mrs. Walker 
presided and delivered an address of welcome on behalf 
of Springfield, and Mrs. C. V. Hickox, State regent 
D. A. R., welcomed the guests on behalf of the State of 
Illinois. The principal address on Lincoln was given by 
Mrs. McLean. Several ladies responded to toasts. Mrs. 
Matthew T. Scott spoke on Lincoln, Mrs. William J. Bryan 
on the Women of 1861-65, and Mrs. Jessie Palmer Weber 
responded to the toast the Soldiers of 1861-1865. 
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The greatest event of the great day was the banquet 
held in the evening at the State arsenal, under the auspices 
of the Lincoln Centennial Association. Seven hundred and 
fifty men were served at the banquet, and there were about 
four thousand men and women in the galleries who were 
onlookers and who heard the addresses. The decorations 
of the immense building were remarkably beautiful. The 
flags of the three nations, the United States of America, 
England and France were used with splendid effect ; scarlet 
hybiscus, and manifold electric lights formed the central 
idea of the decorations. A portrait of Mr. Lincoln, en- 
larged from the celebrated Hessler picture, occupied one 
end of the immense room. Special seats in the gallery 
were reserved for the members of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, and also for the Daughters of the American 
Eevolution. Senator Dolliver in his address paid a com- 
pliment to the labors of these two patriotic organizations. 
Each person who entered the building was presented with 
a good sized American flag, and the waving of these thou- 
sands of flags at the utterance of patriotic sentiments was 
a most inspiring sight. Judge J Otis Humphrey acted as 
toastmaster, and his address of welcome was one of the 
most eloquent of the addresses delivered during the evening. 

The principal guests of honor were : Robert T. Lincoln, 
the son of the great President; Embassador James Bryce 
of Great Britain; Embassador Jules J. Jusserand of 
France; Hon. Jonathan P. Dolliver of Iowa; and Hon. 
William Jennings Bryan of Nebraska. Dr. William Jayne 
of Springfield, an old friend of Mr. Lincoln; Mr. Paul 
Selby of Chicago and Mr. Benjamin F. Shaw, veteran 
newspaper men and co-laborers with Mr. Lincoln, were 
also the recipients of many courtesies and honors. Gov- 
ernor Charles S. Deneen and the State officers of Illinois 
and Gen. Alfred Orendorff, president of the Illinois State 
Historical Society, occupied chairs at the speaker's table. 
The principal addresses were those of Ambassadors Bryce 
and Jusserand, Mr. Bryan and Senator Dolliver and were 
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worthy of the great occasion. A report of the Springfield 
celebration including all speeches and addresses in full, will 
be printed by the State of Illinois under the auspices of 
the Lincoln Centennial Commission, appointed by Governor 
Deneen and of which Hon. James A. Connolly is chairman. 



THE ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY RE- 
CEPTION ON THE EVENING OF THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 11, 1909, IN COMMEMORATION 
OF THE ONE HUNDREDTH BIRTHDAY 
ANNIVERSARY OF ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN. 

As the great centennial day, the 12th of February, was 
to be filled with great and important functions, the Illinois 
State Historical Society decided to open its rooms to the 
public, on the evening of February 11th, the day before 
the Birthday Celebration. Accordingly the precious books, 
pictures and manuscripts relating to Lincoln and his con- 
temporaries were carefully arranged and exhibited, that 
the public might conveniently examine its stores of treas- 
ures. The wall exhibit consists of a manuscript and pic- 
torial life of Lincoln in nineteen framed cases, beginning 
with the ancestry of Lincoln and closing with his assassina- 
tion and death. Above the wall cases there are hanging 
one hundred and twelve framed pictures; of these forty- 
four are portraits of Mr. Lincoln, seven are group pictures 
of Mr. Lincoln and his family; forty-four are portraits of 
Mr. Lincoln and his personal or official associates, and 
seventeen are of miscellaneous character relating to Mr. 
Lincoln. There are in the framed wall cases, fifty-nine 
cabinet sized pictures of Mr. Lincoln, twenty-eight of 
which are early or smooth-faced pictures and thirty-one 
are the later pictures, taken when Mr. Lincoln wore a 
beard. There are several interesting manuscripts, among 
them the tally sheet of Mr. Lincoln's first vote, some peti- 
tions and surveys, and the original marriage license and 



